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Men the hoſt goeth forth againſt thine enemies, then 
keep thee from every wicked thing. 41 


find Moſes delivering ſeveral Precepts to the ems, concerns 

ing their Management of themſelves, in the time of their 
Wars. And, in the Words of my Text, he ſeems to ſhut up 
all that he had to ſay to them, material upon this Head, with | 
one very ſhort, but very ſignificant, Precept, relating to their 
moral Behaviour of themſelves, at ſuch a time. A Precept, which 
was to ſecure the Succeſs, and crown the Event, of all the reſt: 
and, upon the due Obſervation of which, both the Certainty 
and Meaſure of all theix future Proſperity were chiefly to de- 
pend. For fo Moſes himſelf tells them, but a little after, Deut. 
29. 9. Keep therefore the words of this Covenant and do them, that 
ye may proſper in all that ye do. | { 
Whether theſe Words were ſpoken to the Hoft only, as ſome 

think, becauſe they ſtand immediately before other Words, 

which were peculiar to them: or only to the reſt of the Peo- 
pics who were not to go forth againſt the enemy, as others think, 

uſe the Hoſt is here ſpoken of in the third Perſon, and the 
Precept is given in the ſecond ; is ſurely a very needleſs En- 
quiry. The Matter commanded in them was fo evidently 
rover and neceſſary, both for the Hoſt and all the reſt of the 

eople, that I cannot fee the leaſt reaſon to doubt, but that it 

was deſign d for both. They both made up but one common 
Body, and therefore muſt both certainly be oblig'd to the Ob- 
| ſervation of every thing, that ſo nearly concern d the Good of 
that common Body, as the Obſervation of this Precept did. 
There are indeed always Reaſons peculiax to the Hef, and fo 
likewiſe to the reſt of the People, of any Nation, which ought 
more eſpecially to move each, to a careful Obſervance of this 
Precept. The Hat, who are more immediately expos d to 
many great and ſudden Dangers, and who, as the Scripture 
exprefleth it, Fude 12. 3. put their lives in their hands, and know 
not how ſoon theymay be taken out of them, have theſe Rea- 


ſons, 


| I N the Twentieth Chapter of this Book of Deuteronomy, we 
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Ah 


wicked thing. And the People, who, by ſtaying at home, are 
free from that Hurry and Contuſian, and thoſe manifold Than 
tations to L ooſeneſe and Licentiouſneſs, which do naturally at- 
tend an Army, have theſe Obligations, more than the Hof, to 
a ſtrict and exact Obſervance of all the Duties of Religion. Bur 
the Reaſons which I firſt mention'd, for the Fews Obſervance 
of this Precept, viz: that, as a Nation, they might Proſper in 
all that they did, will always be a Reaſon common both to 
oft and People, in any Nation : And 9 5 1 to put 
for the Per for 


doch upon uſing their beſt Endeavours, mance 


of this Precept. = OT 
As little need, I think; is there to diſpute; whether by every 

wicked Thing here we are to underſtand all Sin in general, or 

only 4 of that particular Kind, which Moſes was here 


ſpeaking of, viz. Sins of Uncleanneſs, The Words, you ſee, 


are general and do fairly extend to all forts of Wickednef: : 


And the Reaſon of the Precept likewiſe will take in all ; be- 
cauſe every Sin, of what kind ſoever, is apt to provoke God, 
and hinder the Proſpetity of any Nation. However, if, becauſe 
the Sins of Uncleanneſs are ſeveral times mention'd in this Chap- 
ter; and becauſe theſe are the untitteſt of all others for a time 
of War, as naturally tending to indiſpoſe andi utterly incapaci- 


tate a People; tor bearing the Hardſhips an Fatigues of that; 


if, fot theſe Reaſons, I Ay; any are perſwaded, that theſe 
Words, beſides their regard to Sin in 15 were deſignꝰd to 
have a particular geen tothe Sins of Uncleanneſs, I am very 
ready to admit this, as a fecondary Senſe of them. And accor- 
dingly I ſhall, in my following Difcourſe, take occaſion from 
this double Senſe of the Words, to repreſent to you, Y 

Firſt, The more than ordinary Reaſon that any Nation has, 
Woen its Hoſt 2 forth againſt its Enemies, to keep it ſelf from 
every wicked Thing, in general. | 3 

Secondiy, The particular Sins, which it ought more eſpecially 
to — to keep it felf from, at ſuch a time. | 


Firſt, The more that ordinary Reaſon that any Nation has, 
M ben its Hoſt goeth forth again its Ennemies, to keep it ſelf from 


And this will evidently appear, 


every wicked Thing, in gener 
from conſidering, END 

Firit, That Wars are generally ſent by God, upon Nations, 
as Puniſhments for their Sins : And no time furely can be fo 


&3 which 


proper, for a Nation to keep it ſelf from Sin, as that, in 
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which it is under actual Puniſhment, for its Sins. 


Secondly, That times of War are naturally apt to be, times 


of more than ordinary Looſeneſs and Licentiouſmeſt: And there- 
fore a more than ordihary Care is neceſſary, for a Nation to 


keep it ſelf from Sin, in ſuch times. 


Thirdly, That War is an Appeal to God, praying him to 
ſhew himlelf as Sovereign Judge between Nation and Nation, 
and to determine the Controverſies, that are betwixt them. And 


certainly it muſt ilt become any Nation, it muſt be highly im- 


rudent and Unpolitick, as well as Irreligious, to affront and 
brovoke God, by its Sins, at that very time, when its Cauſe 
more 3 lies before him, and awaits his Sentence, as 
its ſudge. | | | | 

ily, That the Iffues and Events of War are of the laſt 
Importance, to any Nation: And conſequently it ſtands every 
Nation, engag'd in War, in more than ordinary ſtead, to be 
careful ſo to behave it ſelf, as may be molt likely to procure 


from God, proſperous Succeſs in, and am happy Iſſue of, its Wars: 


Firſt, That Wars are generally fent by Gd, upoã Nations, 
as Puniſhments for their Sins: And n& time, ſure can be fo 


proper, for a Nation to keep it ſelf from Sin, as that, in which 
it is under actual Puniſhment, for its Sins. Not only the Seeds 
of War within us, Hatred, Variance, Emulacions, Wrath, 


Strife, Sc. are the unhappy Conſequence and Punifhment of 
the Original Sin of our firſt Parents: But moreover actual 
War is commonly inflicted by God, upon Nations, as a 
poſitive and more immediate Puniſhment from him, for 
their Sins. And accordingly we find in Scriptere, that, when 
God threatn'd his People the Fews with War, it was always 
upon account of their Sins. If ye wizlk contrary unto me, faith God, 
aud will not hearken unto me, T will bring a Sword upon you,- Levit. 
16: 21, 15. And therefore, faith aiah, ij the Anger of the Lord 
kindied againſt his People, and be will life up an Enſign to the Na- 


ions from far, and make them come with ſpeed ſivifely : Iſa. 5. 18, 


205 2571 26. Becauſe his People drew Iniquity, with Cords of Va- 
ity, and Sin, as it were with a Cart- rope: Levit. 26. 3, 6. Be- 
cauſe they calfd evil good, and good evil, as it there follows, &c. 
Arid; on thecontrary, Peace is al ways promis'd by God, to his 
People, as a Reward of their Righteouſneſs and Obedience to 
him. I will not ſay, that War is always ſent by God, as a par- 
riculir Puniſhment for the Sins of thoſe People, whom he is 
eas d to permit or appoint to be eagag'd in it: But, I ſay, it 
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is frequently ſo; and moreover, that War is always gne of 
thoſe general Judgments of God, by which he deſigns to pur the 
mt of the Earth in mind of their Sins, and to make them 


learn Wight eouſneſs. And therefore every Religious Nation ought 
to teaFthe worſt, and to behave it felt fo humbly and peni- 


tently, as if its Wars were really ſent by God, for the parti- 


cular Puniſhment of its Sins. At lealt, it ſhould beſure not to 


forget, that God can caſily male them fo : And, for this Rea. 


ſon, ir ſhould be cautious to the utmoſt not to provoke God, by 
its Sins, while he is brandiſhing this Rod of his Vengeance over 


its Head; this general Inſtrument of Correction for Sin, if not 
more eſpecially of ics particular Sins. 


But, if any Nation ſhould be fo ſtupidly obſtinate and hardy 
en'd in its Sins, as not to hear the Rod, and him that hath appojnt- 
ed it, Micah 6. 9. but even when it is ſtricken, to revolt more and 
more, Iſa. 1. 5. Then will the Lord make that Nation ſich. in 
ſmiting it, 1 makins it deſolate becauſe of its Sins, Micah 6. 13. 


He will cauſ®the voice of Mirth, and the voice of Gladneſs to ceaſe 
from it, Jer. 7. 28, 34. And be will pour out hu Indignation, and 


even all hu fierce Anger, upon it, Zieph. 3. 2, 8. 

Secondly, Times of War are naturally apt to be, times of 
more than ordinary Looſeneſs and Licentiouſneſs ; And there- 
fore a more than ordinary Care is negeſſary, for a Nation to 
keep it ſelf from Sin, in ſuch times. The Huſineſs of War is 
always a Buſineſs of ſuch great and immediate Importance, and 
many times of ſuch a vaſt compals too, that it is apt to {ill the 
Thoughts, and engroſs the whole Care, of the Governors of 
any Nation. At leaſt, it is ſure to take up great part of their 
Time and Care, and, by ſo doing, in ſome meaſure to take them 
off from their uſual Intentneſs, upon the great Work of Re- 
forming and Regulating the Manners of their Subjects. And 
beſides, in order to ſweeten all Parties, at ſuch time, and make 
Things go on evenly and ſmoothly, ſome Faults mult almoſt 
neceſſarily be conniy'd at: and a great many more, than need 
to-be, generally are. And Subjects are but too ready to make 
Advantage of this, be it — — or voluntary, connivance gt 
their Goyernors, and to indulge themſelves to the full in all 
that Wickedneſs and Licentiouſneſs, which they ſee them ei- 
ther negligent, or fearful, or not able, to Correct. And this 
Licentiouſneſs, thus bred at home, is ſure to receive ng ſmall 
Addition from abroad, when the corrupt Manners of the Camp 
come to join thoſe of the City A And both thus Fan 

* A 4 that 


find it a very hard Task, to prevent times of War 


| | e 
that worſt of Plagues, the Plague of Wickedneſt, ſpread much 
wider, and run much higher, than it would otherwiſe have 
done. So that, putting all theſe Things of War fb | 
LT DE, + 
coming times of great corruptneſs of Manners, And co! prneſs 
of Manners, we all know, naturally begets looſeneſs of Prin- 
ciples. And, when once a Nation is ſet free from all parts 
of Principles, and is gotten into the high Road of wicked 
Practices, what degree of Wickedneſs is there fo great, that 
we have not juſt reaſon to fear from it? fb 5 
And is it not then ot the utmoſt Moment, for a Nation to 
look to it ſelf, at ſuch a time as this? A time when, not with. 
ftanding all that can be done to prevent it, there will {till be 


2 very wide Scope left, for Iniquity to abound in: A time when, 


it all be not done that can be, the very Foundations of Reli- 
gion, and, if fo, to be ſure of Civil Government likewiſe, will 
be too likely to be pluck'd up by the Roots: Ang there will 
he great danger of having Confuſion and every evil Work, like an 
ungovernable Torrent, break in upon, and utterly oyerwhelm, 
an 1 = Ought not Governors, at ſuch a time more eſpe: 
cially to be afraid of all unneceſſary Connivances at publick In- 
decencies and Immoralities, when the neceflary ones will be 
bur too many : And the rather to keep the Reins of Diſcipline, 
as tight as they can, becauſe they cannot keep them as tight as 
they would; And ought not every good Subject to aſſiſt his 
Governors, a ſuch a difficult time, and to be careful, not only 
Nat to give them any Trouble, by his own ill Behaviour, but 
to do all that in him lies, to procure and promote the 2 
Behaviour of his Fellow - Subjects; not only to take no advan- 
tage of the remiſneſs of the Goyernment, occaſion d by the ne- 
ceſſity of Affairs, but rather ſo much the more to he a Law 
unto himſelf, by how much he perceives himſelf to be leſs un- 
der the check and controul of ourward Laws, than he us'd to 
be; not only to keep himſelf from being drawn in, by the 
Opportunities and 8 which, at ſuch a time, may 
probably enough invite him to commit Iniquity with greedineſi, but 
to grow zealous and exemplary in the Baſineſ of Religion, and 
ro provoke, as many as he can, to Good Works, and to make fome 
ſort of Atonement for thoſe, whom he cannot : That ſo God 
may ſpare his Nation, for the ſake of him and ſuch other Righte- 
eu Perſons that are therein ? Bet 
- Thirdly, War an Appeal to God, praying him to oy | 
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himſelf as Sovereign judge between Nation and Nation, and ta 


determine the Controverſies, that are betwixt them. And cer- 
tainly it muſt ill become any Nation, it mult be highly Impru- 


| dent and Unpolitick, as well as Irreligious, to affront and pro- 


voke God, by its Sins, at that very time, when its Cauſe more 
immediately lies before him, and awaits his Sentence, as its Judge. 


Grotiu tell us, That, here human Fudicatories end, there War 


begins ; Prolegom. de Fure Belli & Pact; when Controverſies are 
too great, to be determined by them, as are all thoſe between 


Sovereign Princes and States, then preſently recourſe is had to 


Arms, and God is invok'd, as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
to Judge theſe mighty Cauſes, and, by giving Succeſs and Vi- 
— to one of the contending, Parties, to put an end to theſe 
troubleſome Controverſies. And can any thing then be more 
Irrational and Abſurd, as well as Preſumptuous and Prophane, 
than for a Nation to affront and provoke God, by its Sins, ar 
this very time, when it is intreating his Favour, as its Judge? 
Could we have Folly or Impudence enough to ask a Favour, 
more eſpecially if of very great Moment,of any Earthly Prince, 
and yer fly in the Face of his Autority, and trample upon his 
Laws at the ſame time? And how then ſhall we dare to do that 
towards the infinite Melly of Heaven and Earth, which would 
be thought a moſt intolerable Affront to, and worthy of the 
ſevereſt Puniſhment from, even our Fello y- Creatures? But it 
will be ſaid, that God is no reſpecter of Perſons, that the Cauſe, 
and not the Perſons, is the thing which he regardeth : And that 
therefore, if a Nation has but a good Caule, it may be ſure of 
Bleffing and Succeſs from God, whatever the Perſons are, to 
whom rhe Caule belongeth. Bur let us not fo deceive our ſelves. 
God has many other ways of doing right to a good Cauſe, than 
of profheriog it, juſt at this or that particular time, or in the 
1ands of this or that particular People. And it is neceſſary ſome- 
times, in God's ordinary way of governing the World, to per- 
mit a good Caufe to ſuffer, for the Puniſhment of a finful Peo- 
ple : It being impoſſible, in ſome Cafes, without a Miracle, to 
ſeparate a Nation and its Cauſe, and to puniſh that and proſper 
this. And accordingly we find, both from Scripture, and Church- 
Hiſtory, that God has frequently permitted a good Cauſe, even 
the very beſt of Cauſes, the Cauſe of true Religion, to languiſh 
and almoſt wholly to fail, amongſt ſuch People, as have nor 
been careful to Live, as became ſo good a Cauſe. Thus the 
Proſperity of the Fewiſh Religion was often eclips d, and ſome- 
A 4 | times 
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times near totally overcaſt, by reaſon of the Wickedneſs of the 


Ferws, And thus the Light of the Goſpel has been almoſt quite 1 


extinguifh'd, in ſome Nations, becauſe they fel from their good 
Works, and would not Repent, and walk worthy of ſo Glorious 
a Light, Rev. 2. 5. It is plain then, that there is no other way, 
for a People to make fure of God's Favour, than, by Wang 


the Goodneſs of their Lives to the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, an 


ſo rendring themſelves, evry way, proper Objects of God's 
Mercy and Bleſſing. „ | 

Laſtly, The Iſſues and Events of War are of the laſt Impor- 
tance to any Nation : and conſequently it ſtands every Nation, 
engaged in War, in more than ordinary ſtead, to be careful ſo 
to behave it ſelf, as may be moſt likely to procure from God, 
proſperous Succeſs in, and an happy Iſſue of, its Wars. The 
Bleſſing of God is indeed always neceſſary, for the making of 
any Nation proſperous: but hardly ever ſo much ſo, as in Times 
of War ; becauſe then the Aﬀairs of a Nation are brought 
toa very conſiderable Criſis, and the Smiles or Frowns of Pro- 
vidence, upon them, may probably ſignify nothing leſs, than 
laſting Peace, Security and Happineſs, or total Ruin and De- 
ſtruction. We of this Nation have lately had a very ample 
Proof of all this. We have ſeen ( Bleſſed be God, we have ſeen ) 
one Glorious Battel, the Tranſaction but of a few Hours, quite 
change the face of a War, that before look d molt black and 
formidable to all Europe. We have ſeen, in the ſhort ſpace of 
half a Day (oh happy, ever memorable, Day!) a dreadful Holt. 
ot Enemies quite ſcattered and broken to 3 War driven 
out of a Country all at once, an ambitious Prince, who invaded 
the Dominions of others, puniſhed with the Loſs of his own, a 
tottering Empire ſupported and fix d, and the languiſhing and 
drooping Intereſts, of a whole Quarter of the World, revive, 
gain ſtrength, ſmile and look flouriſhing again. And, to add 
even to this, We have ſeen a ſecond, nay and a third, Glorious 


Hattel, the immediate Conſequences of which were no leis, than 


reſcuing Towns, Cities, Provinces, whole Nations, from Op- 
pre ſſion and Violence, and reſtoring them, in Peace, to their 
rightful Lords: no leſs than intimidating the Invincible him- 
ſelf: ſhaking the Monarchy of him, who had been long graſp- 
ing at, and had in his Thoughts, no doubt, taken poſſeſſion 
at, an Univerſal Monarchy over all others: and putting him 
hard to it to defend his own Dominions, againſt whom, all his 
Neighbours jpin'd together had long Sund it very ene 10 
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defend theirs. And, as our happy Experience of all this muſt be 


abundantly ſufficient ro convince us, of what vaſt Advantage 
it is to any Nation, to have God its Friend, in its Wars: fo the 
very Thought, that God could as eaſily have ſent the reverſe 
of all this upon us, if he had pleas d, nay, that he can yet do it, 
whenlſoever he pleaſeth, will, I hope, be ſufficient to convince 


us, without running the riſque of experiencing it, what a ter- 


rible thing it is, for any Nation, to have God its Enemy, in its 
Wars. | | 

And can a Nation then poſſibly be too careful, to pleaſe God 
and make him its Friend, ina time of War ? When he is or- 
dering the mighty Iflues and Events of that, juſt as he pleaſeth, 
can it poſſibly do too much, to procure from him a favourable 
Share, in them ? When a Nation's Peace and Security, its Li- 


berty and Property, its very Conſtitution and Being, and, 


which is yet above all, its Religion is at ſtake, has it not all the 
Reaſon that can be, to take heed to its ways and its doings, and 
demean it ſelf fo piouſly and religiouſly, that God may not be 
provok'd to pluck it down and to deſtroy it, but may delight in it, 
to bleſs it, and to do it good, and to ſet it on high, above all Na- 
tions of the Earth? | | | 

Upon the whole then, if there be more than ordinary Rea- 
ſon, for a Nation to behave it felt humbly and penitently, when 


it is under God's actual Correction for its Sins: to beware of 


Sin, when the Opportunities for, and Temptations to it, are 
more than ordinarily great: and to be careful to pleaſe God, at 
a time, when it is appealing to him as its Judge, and depend- 
ing upon him for a favourable Determination of irs Contro- 
verſies: and when, moreoyer, the Poſture of its Affairs is fo - 
very nice and critical, that the leaſt Turn of Providence, for it 


or againſt it, may make it either unſpeakably happy or miſe- 


rable; It all this be fo, I think we cannot need any farther 
Proof, than we have had, of the more than ordinary Reaſon 
that any Nation has, when its Hoſt goeth forth againſt its Enemies, 

to keept it ſelf from every wicked thing, in general. | 
But, becauſe ſome Sins are of much more dangerous and fa- 
tal Conſequence to a Nation, than others, eſpecially at ſuch a 

time, and ought, for this Reaſon, to be the more heedfully a- 

voided; I ſhall therefore haſten to ſhew | 

_ Secondly, What particular Sins a Nation ought more eſpe- 
cially to keep it ſelf from, in times of War. And theſe | ſhall 
reduce to the two fallowing Heads. ; | Pil 
N irſt, 
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Firſt, Such as are more immediately apt to an d 
| provoke God, and * W 
Secondly, Such as have a Tendency, in their own Na- 
_ to obſtruct the Buſineſs, and hinder the Succeſs, 
0 Ar. 

Firſt, Such as ate more immediately apt to anger and doro 
volte God : And of this ſort are "2M NS 
Firſt, All Sins of Prophaneſs and Irreligion ; as, calling in 


9 


queſtion the Being or Providence of God, doubting of the Truth 


And Authority ot his Revealed Will, neglecting or leſſening 
the Great Salvation offer d by his Son, deny ing his Son and his 
Holy Spirit their due Honour, ſlighting his Ordinances, pro- 


phaning his Day, taking his Name in vain, vilify ing his Mi- 


niſters, Se. Theſc are at all times, but more eſpecially in times 


of War, when Nations uſually make more than ordinary Pro- 


feſſions of Religion, ſuch abominable and crying Sins, ſuch 
fligrant and outragious Provocations of Divine Vengeance, as 
can hardly be ſuppoſed to leave any room for Mercy, towards 
that Nation, which ſhall dare to be guilty of them. 

Secondly, Unthankfulneſs for paſt Mercies. When God has 


| graciouſly been pleas d to deliver any People, from great and 


iminent Dangers, and that too, often and in a very wonderful 
and altoniſhing manner, he may very reaſonably ex that 
thefe his Deliverances ſhould make fo deep an Impreſſion upon 
ſuch a People, as may long preſerve in their Minds a moſt gra- 
teful Remembrance of them, But if, inſtead of keeping up in 
their Minds ſuch a laſting and thanktul Remembrance of God's 
Mercies, a People ſhall begin to murmur at their very Delive- 
rances, and, with the fooliſh Fews, Numb. 14. to ſpeak evil of 
the Inſtruments of them, and to wiſh that they had never been 
delivered out of Azypr ; it, with them, they forger bi works, 


and by wonders that he had ſhewed them: Plal. 78. if they re- 


member not hu hand, nor the day when he deliver d them from their 
enemy, but murmur - and deſpiſe the pleaſant land, in Which God 
has ſettled them: Pſal. 106. Can they. haye the leaſt reaſon to 
hope, that God will deliver them any more, or that he will 
not deal with them, as he did with that baſe People, for their 
Ingratitude, be wrath with them and abhor them, ſo as even to 


give up their ſtrength into captivity, and their glory in to the enes 


mies hand? . 
Laſtly, Abuſes of former Mercies and Judgments ; not only, 


not ſuffering them to lead us to Repentance, which is the _ 
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End of all God's Mercies and Judgments, but even 
turning them to a quite contrary End, by making them 
Occaſions of abounding more and more, in Sin and 
Wickedneſs. It is but too common a thing to ſee the 
Grace of God, towards any Nation, turn'd into Laſciviouſ- 
me, Jude 4. and us'd for an occaſion to the Fleſh, as St. Paul 
expreſſeth it, Gal. 5. 13. Thus, how often have we 
ſeen the Bleſſings of Peace and Plenty, made to mini- 
ſter to all ſorts of Intemperance and Luxury? And ſo 
likewiſe as to God's Judgments : No ſooner is the Rod 
ok them taken off from a Nation's Back, but it is too 
apt to forget them, or, which is much worſe, to re- 
member them only, to make it ſelf rhe more ſecure in 
finning : As having ſmarted now for a great while, and 
ſo not being likely ſoon to be puniſh'd again. This was 
almoſt conſtantly the Caſe of the tus, and as conſtant- 
ly the reaſon of God's deſerting them in their Wars, and 
Lttoering them up to the Will of their Enemies. And this, { 
fear, has been very much the Caſe of this ſinful Na- 
tion, to which we belong, which, within theſe rhree- 
ſcore Years, has taſted as deep of and as much abuſed 


and perverted n both the Mercies and Judgments of 


God, as almoſt any Nation ever did. And, for this 
reaſon, I make no doubt it has been, that God has fo 
often withdrawn the Light of his Countenance from us, 
and has ſuffer'd us to be brought even to the very brink 
of Ruin and Deſtruction. And yet then again he, in 
infinite Mercy, hath plucked us, like Brands, out of the 
Fire: That ſo he might ſhew his great willingneſs to 


ſave us, if either his Mercies or his Judgments could 


make us a People fit for him to ſave. And all this, I 
hope, will at laſt prove a ſufficient warning to us, to 
be Willing to be reformed by thoſe Corrections, wherein God 
dallieth with z, as the Author of the Book of Wiſdom ex- 
preſſeth it, that ſo we may not, in the end, fee! a Judg- 
ment worthy of God, W ifd. 12. 26. | 
Secondly, There are other Sins, which have a na- 
tural rendency, to obſtruct the Buſineſs, and hinder the 
Succeſs, of War. Of which ſort are. Firſt, 
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Firſt, All Sins of Luxury and Effeminary : Such as 
the Scripture reckons up, Adultery, Fornication, Unclean- 
neſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Drunkenneſs, Revellingi, Riotings, Ban- 
quetings, coſtly Array, &c. For, beſides that theſe muſt 
neceflarily by degrees, impair the Courage, and break 
the Spirit, of any People, and conſequently render 
them very uafit, both for the Counſels and Actions of 
Wars beſides this, I fay, theſe are all very expenſive 
Vices, and will render a People utterly unfit to bear 
The neceflary Charges belonging to a State of War, cſ- 
 pecially with that Eaſineſs and Cheerfulneſs with which 
they ought. And what will then follow? But that the 
Affairs of War will go on {luggiſhly and heavily : The 
valt Supplies of Money, which it continually calls for 
and which a moderate degree, of Faugality and good 
Husbrandy would caſily ſpare, will come in but hardly: 
And ſo, at laſt perhaps, a moſt hopeful War will be 
balked, in the midſt of its glorious Career, nay, and it 
may be, (tor this we have ſeen) even forced to an un- 
ſcaſonable, unſafe and diſhonourable, Concluſion, pure- 
ly to gratify a People in their Vices and Luxurics. 
Secondly, All Sins of Contention and Diviſion, of 
Wrath and Anger, Strife and Envy, Hatred and ill 
Will, &c. Never certainly is Union fo neceſſary in 
any Nation, as in times of War, eſpecially it it & 2 
War againſt great and powerful Enemies. Without 
this, publick Deſigns will be croſꝰd, publick Buſineſs 
retarded, the Enemies of a Government encourag'd, 
nay and, but too likely, fatal Opportunities put into 


their Hands, of bringing about thoſe Ends, by Factions 


at Home, which they could never have obtain'd, by 
their Arms Abroad. For ſo Experience frequently 
ſneweth us that, when once contending Parties and Fa- 
ctions are well warmed, and exaſperated againſt cach 


other, they are wholly taken up with the I houghts of 


wavs, to wreck their Malice and Revenge upon one 


another: And the Publick all the while, is left ro ſhift 
for it ſelf; and doth oftner become a Prey to its Ene- 


mies. 
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mies, by theſe means, than any other whatſoever. 

Laſtly, All Sins of Sedition, Undutifulneſs, Diſre- 
ſpect, or even Coldnels and Indifferency, towards Go- 
vernors. When the weighty Buſineſs of War lies upon 
the Shoulders of any Government, Subjects ſhould do 
all, that is in their Power, to make it fit as light and 
eaſy there, as is poſſible. And it will very much help 
rd tliis Engg for them to ſhew themſelves perfectly 
well ſatisfied and pled, with what their Governors 
do, in this Arduous Affair: And to return them the 
| utmoſt Thanks, Praiſe and Honour, for their Care a- 
bout it. Bur it, on the contrary, they grow uneaſy 
| under the Management of Affairs, oppoſe and clog the 
| Adminiſtration of them, and much more, if they let 

this their Uncaſinefs break out into open Diſcontents 
Revilings, Reproaches and Railing Accuſations, againſt 
theit Governors: This will be a fare way, both to dif- 
courage and obſtruct the Proceedings of their Gover- 
nors, for the common Good; and likewiſe a ſure way, 
to give Hopes and Advantages to the Enemies of their 
| Government, who always ſtand ready to embrace and 

careſs ſeditious Subjects, in order to make them their 
Tools; And, God knows, they but too often find them 
very effectual ones, for their purpoſe. 

7 thus I have done with thoſe two Heads of Diſ- 
courſe, which J at firſt propoſed to ſpeak to; and, I 
hope, have ſaid enough upon them, borh to convince 
us, how much more than ordinarily it imports us, at 
this time when our Hoſt is going forth again#t our Enemies, 
to abſtain from all manner of Sin in general, and like- 
wiſc to warn us againſt ſome particular Sins, which 
would be more eſpecially unfeaſonable and dangerous 
to the Publick, at ſucha time. Give me leave to en- 
force all that has been ſaid, with one ſingle Con ſidera- 
tion, proper to us as a Nation, and taken from the pre- 
{cat happy Poſture of our Affairs, and I have done. 

We are now, by the wonderful Bleſſing of God, up- 
o the Arms of Her Majeſty and her Allies, put into 4 


very 


= 
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very near Proſper of all that Happineſs, which we have 
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been fo long wiſhing land contending ter. The great 
Diſturber of the Peace, and Invader of the Rights and 
Liberties of us all, is already fo far humbled, by our 
repeated Glorious Succefles againſt him, that we are out 
of all preſent danger of harm from him: And there 
is nothing wanting, to compleat our Security, but ghe 
humbling of him a little farther, whigh; by the cal 
nuance of God's Favour to us, Mare in a very fair way 
of effecting. And then a bright And pleaſing Scene will 
_ of univerſal Peace, and Liberty, and Trade, and 
ealt 


h, and Plenty: And this too, likely to endure, 


ſor the Benefit and fort of After Genetations. Oh ! 
Let not us then, who ſtand upon the brinł of all this 
Happineſs, and 

provoke God, by our Sins, to temove it farther from 
us, or to increaſe the difficulty of obtaining it, nay or, 
it may be (oh dreadful Thought) to hide it from our 


Eyes, for ever. Let not us, like the fooliſh Fews, when | 


we are within a few days Journey of the Land of Ca- 
naan, tempt God, by our Rebellion againſt him, to 
ſwear concerning us, as he did concerning them, that 


we ſhall not ſee the pleaſant Land, not enter into this glori- 


ous Reſt, Num. 14- 23. 


4-236 Tb 
Oh! Let not the diſtinguiſhed Arm of our Victori- 


ous General, which has nevet yet been liſt up in vain, 
miſcarry in its laſt and finiſning Stroke, through our 


Wickedneis. 


Let not thoſe Treaſures, which, by their having been 
ſo freely given, and ſo prudently managed, have, of 
late more than ever, effectually made good their Cha- 
racter of being the Sinews of War, be, at this Critical 
Juncture, diſarmed, by our Sins, of all their Force: 
And render'd weak and ſucceſsleſs, juſt now, when 
their Succeſs is ſo much needed, to Crown all chart we 
have been dong: 5 

But, above all, let not the pious Prayers, and inceſ- 


ſant Eudeavours, of the Belt of Sovereigns, for the com · 
fs | mon 


ſeem juſt ready to take poſſeſſion of it, | 
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mon Welfare and Hap Zac of all Het People and Her 
Allies, which have hitherto ſo wonderfully prevailed, 
fail of their wonted Power and Efficacy, purely through 
our Fault. Let not our Sins hinder Her of that Glory, 
which She ſo juſtly deſerves, or perfecting that great 
and illuſtrious Work, ef recovering and reeſtabliſhing 
the almoſt loſt Liberties of Europe, which She has al- 
ready brought ſo near to Perfection. Rather, much 
tather, let us uſe our utmoſt diligence to join our 
Prayers and Endeavours to Hers : And, thus joined, ler 


us make our utmoſt Efforts, to obtain from Heaven the 


ſealing and compleating of this mighty Work. Let us 
live like a People that are ſenſible, that all our hope of 


Happineſs muſt be from Heaven; and that the only 


way to draw it down from thence, is, to forſake our 
Sins and amend our Lives, and to become a willing and 
obedient People, to the Lord our God. | 
And when ſhall we ever be perſwaded to forfake our 
Sins, if not in this Great and Holy Week, which is pur- 
poſely ſet apart by our Church, for the Commemora- 
tion of the Son of God's being made a bloody Sacrifice 
for Sin? When ſhall we be perſwaded to follow after Ho- 


Tineſs, if not now, when we are in a more eſpecial man- 
ner profeſling our ſelves the Servants of him, who gave 
 bhimlelf for us, that be _ redeem us from all Iniquity, and 

c 


purify unto bimſelf a pe 

1. 1. 14. ; Ap 
Oh ! That a due Senſe of the extreme Indignation- 

of God againſt Sin, and of his readineſs to the uttermoſt 


People, ⁊ealou of good Works 2 


to ſave penitent Sinners, both ſo plainly manifeſted in 


the Death of his Son, may fo far affect and influence 
us, as to make us abhor and deteſt Sin for the future, 
and bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance : That fo we 
may lay bold upon the Hope ſet before us. And, in order to its 
doing ſo, let us be ſure to quicken our Senſe of theſe 
Things, all we can: By Pac, | <9 great part of this Holy 
Weck, in a Devout Contemplation of our Saviour's 
Paſſion and Death : Ina conſtant Attendance upon the 


publick 
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publick Offices of the 
ſigned to imprint a deep Senſe of theſe Things upon 


e . 
Church, which are purpoſely de- 


our Minds: And, above all, in an habitual Exerciſe 
of Self-denial, Mortification, Humility, Repentance, 
Faith, Charity, and, in one Word, of all ſuch Chri- 
ſtian Graces and Virtues, as are neceſſary to fit us, for 
that great and ſolemn Commemoration of our Lord's 
Death, now approaching, in his Holy Supper. 
There let us meet, and, humbly proſtrating our ſelves 
before our God, earneſtly beg of him, that the Blood 
of Chriſt may cleanſe us from all our Sins, There let us 
ſincerely renew our Vows of better Obedience to him, 
for the future; and heartily implore ſuch meaſures of 
his Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, as may be ſufficient to 
enable us to make good theſe Vows. To ſay all at once: 
There let us fix all our Hope both of our private and 
publick Happineſs, upon its only true and proper Baſis, 
the Merit of Chriſt's Death, and of all that he has done 
and ſuffered for us. 155 

If we are careful to do this: The Blood of Chriſt will 
ſpeak as good and comfortable Things to us, as we out 
ſelves can poſſibly deſire: It will indeed be, a ſure 
Pledge, a never- failing Spring, of all manner of Goods 
and Bleſſings to us. For ſo faith St. Paul, with whofe 
Words I ſhall conclude, He that ſpared not his own Son, 
bur delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not with bim 
alſo freely give us all Things? Rom. 8. 32. 
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